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For the the latest District information, be sure to connect 
with us on social media! We publish all of our school news, 
upcoming event information, announcements, and more, 
for your convenience! 

A Message From The Principal

Brandt Friends and Family,

This week our school resonated with pride as we engaged in our first annual Brandt 
Spirit Week. Our students wore their Brandt shirts on Tuesday, participated in 
random acts of kindness on Wednesday, created powerful posters in response to a 
Brandt Bear prompt on Thursday, and wore blue or orange to school for our Field 
Day experience. I am certain, however, if you were to ask them which day of the 
week they most loved they would all say “Ice Cream Party Day.” On Wednesday, 
our Ben & Jerry’s friends came to host this amazing event. It was a good way to 
also honor our own spirit week. 

Our Brandt Parent Consortium gifted all of the Kindergarten and Grade 1 students 
with Field Day shirts. Our Field Day was held on Friday and we walked over to 
the J.F.K. Field with the Hoboken High School Marching Band. It was a sight to 
see! Our talented duo of Mr. Baker and Ms. Traina created interesting and engaging 
activities for all. The children and families who came out to support the endeavor 
were very pleased. 

This week promises to be another fantastic one as our preschool students in Mile 
Square at Demarest are inviting their friends and families to their Moving Up 
Ceremony on Friday, June 9th. Please refer the schedule at the right to find our 
complete schedule of Move Up Ceremony events.

Principal Rodriguez-Gomez

Don’t forget about our Parent & Guardian Academy! 
Each month, we offer workshops on topics detailing ways 
to set your children up for success inside and outside the 
classroom. 

Our next event:

Summer Safety
June 8, 2017

Demarest School 
9:00 AM - 11:00 AM & 

5:00 PM - 7:30 PM

Visit our Parent and Guardian Academy webpages by 
clicking the logo or the link above for more information on 
upcoming events!

Immunization Requirements for Grade 6 Students 

There are 2 required immunizations to enter 6th grade 
as per the New Jersey Department of Health and Senior 
Services. The 2 required immunizations are as follows:

1. N.J.A.C. 8:57-4.10: Diptheria, Tetanus and Pertussis 
Vaccine (DTap).

Every child born on or after January 1, 1997 and entering 
or attending grade 6 on or after September 1, 2008 shall 
have received one dose of DTaP, given no earlier than his/
her 10th birthday.

2.   N.J.A.C. 8:57-4:20: Meningococcal Vaccine

Every child born on or after January 1, 1997 and entering 
or attending grade 6 shall have 1 dose of meningococcal 
vaccine such as the medically preferred meningococcal 
conjugate vaccine.

Please provide proof of immunization by Sept. 7, 2017 or 
your child will not be allowed to start school on September 
7, 2017.

If you have any questions or concerns, please do not 
hesitate to contact me at 201-356-3758.

Medication Pick Up
If your child has any meds such as inhalers, nebulizer 
solution, epi pens, or medication in the nurse’s office, they 
need to be picked up by an adult by June 21, 2017 or it will 
be thrown away according to NJ state law.

Hoboken Middle School

This week the students in Ms. Geleailen’s 7th grade classwrote personal narratives 
using sensory details.  The goal is to make readers feel like they are there and that 
they have gone through the same experiences that the students have gone through.  
Students were challenged to use sensory details, the proper sequence of events, 
imagery, and find a moral to their stories.  What did they learn from this experience, 
something about family, something about themselves, or something about others?

Click the thumbnail below to read the Hoboken High 
School Newsletter!

June 8  Field Day Grades K-6

June 16 Kindergarten Moving Up Ceremony
  10:00 AM

June 16 Grade K-6 Moving Up Day
  9:45 AM
 
June 19 Monthly Morning Meeting
  8:20 AM

June 21 Grade 6 Farewell Luncheon
  10:30 AM - 12:20 PM

June 22 Grade 6 Promotion
  10:00 AM

Social Media Connection

TG Connors Elementary

Connors Elementary School is on Facebook and Twitter! 
Stay up to date by liking and following our social media 
pages!

@ConnorsSchool

Be sure to check our Digital 
Backpack for all the latest 
flyers, announcements and 
event information!

Click here to visit our Digital 
Backpack page.

The past few weeks K & 1 artists have been preparing for the Artist Showcase held 
on June 1st.  Using cardboard boxes, we cut pieces to make a frame, painted, glued, 
then mounted the art to the finished frame using tabs.  Students learned how to 
attach their artwork to the frame by gluing a strip of paper (tab) to the back of their 
artwork, instead of putting glue directly onto our work. Students also reflected on 
their artwork by writing artist statements. 

With the support of Ms. Rodriguez-Gomez, Mr. Vespignani, Calabro PTO, Brandt 
BPC, and Dr. Johnson, the show was a great success!  The night was inspiring and 
memorable as we viewed hundreds of artworks created from the heart and hand of 
each child.    Thank you to all who helped out, and shared this wonderful experience 
with us. I am thankful not only to inspire our youngest learners, but to be inspired 
by them. Great job artists!  

June 6  June PTO Meeting 8:00 AM

June 12 Connors Field Day

June 16 Kindergarten Move Up Ceremony 9:30 AM

June 22 Grade 6 Move Up Ceremony  9:00 AM

Reminder:  Passport to Learning online registration for  
  next school year is now open!

Online registration will be open until June 30th.

Visit the district homepage to register and for more 
information about the program and classes offered next 
school year.

Passport to Learning will be no cost for Connors 
families during the 2017-2018 school year.

A Message from the Superintendent

Dear Hoboken Public School District Family Members,
 
Although the school year is coming to a close, there have been so many exciting 
things happening over the last month, and even more still to come. I’m especially 
proud of our students and staff as they continue to achieve at the highest level as we 
enter the month of June.
 
As you may have seen on our Twitter page during the week, The Herald won its 
first NJSPRA School Communication Award this year! I want to thank all of our 
staff members and administrators that have contributed to The Herald. Without 
their dedication week in and week out, this would never have been possible. 
 
I want to give a special shoutout to our Arts department, as they continue to shine 
on the brightest stages. In addition to the Rockin’ Redwings’ performance in the 
National Memorial Day Parade last week, the American Young Voices Vocal Group 
joined almost 2000 other students for a once-in-a-lifetime choral performance at 
the Prudential Center in Newark. I want to thank all of our teachers and parents who 
pledged their time and effort to make this trip possible for our students. You can 
find more information about both of these trips below.
 
I was truly inspired by the 3rd Annual Hispanic Heritage Celebration and Hall of 
Fame Induction Ceremony on May 31st. I want to congratulate and thank all of our 
Hall of Fame Inductees, our graduating Hispanic Culture Club students, the newly 
elected officers, and club advisor Mr. Christopher Munoz for putting together such 
a wonderful ceremony.
 
I also want to thank Calabro Principal Dr. Vespignani, his staff, students, and the 
parents that came out for our first Diversity Summit at Calabro on Friday. The 
event was a huge success, with over 35 parents coming to support and celebrate our 
diversity initiatives and provide their feedback.
 
I hope you got a chance to join our Green Team at Church Square Park on Saturday 
for the Hoboken Green Fair! Be sure to follow our social media pages for all the 
latest Green Team updates.
 
I also want to thank Inserra Supermarkets and ShopRite of Hoboken for their help 
in educating our students on healthy eating and meal planning this year. Throughout 
the school year, ShopRite of Hoboken registered dietician Elisabeth Holtzer, R.D., 
has been making visits to Wallace Elementary School to teach our third graders the 
importance of nutritious eating, meal planning, healthy food shopping on a budget, 
and more. The “Future Shoppers” Program culminated last month with our students 
making a visit to ShopRite, where they tested the knowledge they gained over the 
year. Click here for more information.
 
In addition to all of our incredible achievements, there are also a number of important 
upcoming events that I’d like to bring to your attention:
 
I am so excited to announce Hoboken High School’s 3rd annual international trip. 
Next Spring, we will be traveling with students from Hoboken to Italy! There will 
be a mandatory informational meeting for interested parents & students on Tuesday 
June 6th at 6:30 pm at the Hoboken High Library/Media Center. Seats for this tour 
is limited & will be filled on a first come, first serve basis.  I do hope that you & 
your child will be able to join us at our upcoming meeting to learn more about 
this opportunity. RSVP for the meeting is required:  http://whoozin.com/CU6-
6WM-7EPY. Please direct any additional questions to Geidy De La Rosa at geidy.
delarosa@hoboken.k12.nj.us
 
The Department of Special Services, in partnership with Hoboken High School’s 
PTO, invites all parents and guardians across the district to join us on June 14th at 
6:30 pm in Hoboken High School’s Library/Media Center for a critical discussion 
about the issues that have been raised by the popular Netflix series, “13 Reasons 
Why”.  The topics for discussion will include peer pressure, sexual assault, bullying, 
suicide, and depression, to name just a few.  It is the intention of the Hoboken School 
district to facilitate rich communication between and among our support specialists 
and our parents and guardians.  Together, we will explore the very complex issues 
faced by our students and brainstorm with ways to address them both at school and at 
home.  The Hoboken Public School District looks forward to providing continuous 
education and support to our student population and thank you for allowing us to 
assist you with your child’s social and emotional development.
 
I am also happy to announce that we are offering online registration for the Fall 
2017 sports season. Links and information regarding registration can be found here. 
Follow @hobokenredwings or visit www.hobokenredwings.org for all the latest 
information on Hoboken High School athletics.
 
Please also be reminded that registration for next year’s Passport to Learning 
Program will be open until June 30th. For more information and to register online, 
please click here.  Exciting courses such as Yoga & Mindfulness, Golf, Zoology, 
and MathCirles are being offered to name just a few. The plethora of enrichment 
courses will now be accompanied by an all new Friday Fun Day program.
 
Finally, our online calendar that highlights all of our end of the year events, concerts, 
ceremonies and graduation dates can be found here. A schedule detailing our Early 
Childhood Program Move Up ceremonies can be found in The Herald below as 
well online. 
 
In this week’s edition of The Herald, you will read about our many “School Spirit” 
events, our latest field trips and our upcoming Field Days, as well as some of our 
latest and greatest achievements. 
 
I want to thank Ben & Jerry’s and the Hoboken Family Alliance for sponsoring 
their annual School Spirit Event in May, and congratulate Brandt Primary School 
for winning! The students at Brandt were treated to a very special “End of the Year 
Ice Cream Party” on May 31st, courtesy of Ben & Jerry’s.
 
Also from the Early Childhood Program, you’ll find a review of the Brandt-Calabro 
Art Show, held on June 1st, the creation of “Spirit Posters,” and get some helpful 
tips on summer learning from the preschool team.
 
Recap the Spring Concert, Grade 6 Forest Lodge and Grade 1 Memorial Day field 
trips, “Green” projects, and the Parent & Guardian Academy Diversity Summit 
with Calabro. 
 
You’ll also see what happens when science collides with world languages at 
Connors, and learn a little bit about The Amazing Race event that took place last 
week. Please also make note of the PTO update.
 
Celebrate the May students of the month at Wallace, learn about their Field Day 
T-Shirt creation, and review their latest field trip to the Hoboken Historical Museum 
to study architecture.
 
From Hoboken High School and Middle School, you’ll dive into our classrooms, 
learn more about the Washington DC trip and the Rockin’ Redwings’ historic 
participation in the National Memorial Day Parade, and get updates from our 
athletic and guidance departments. I want to commend the class of 2017 once again 
on their outstanding $9,000,000+ in awarded scholarships so far this year. 
 
I’d also like to remind you that the 2017-2018 Hoboken High School Program of 
Studies is now available! This comprehensive document includes all of our updated 
classes available to students beginning in September. I am confident that our high 
school students will benefit tremendously from the array of relevant and unique 
new courses such as Mandarin Chinese, 21st Century Cultural Literacy, People 
Who Have Shaped the World, International Cuisine, Studies in Sustainability and 
Environmental Science, and many more. I am also thrilled to present a number of 
new programs, certifications, dual enrollment opportunities, international travel, 
virtual learning, and personal growth experiences. Click here to view Hoboken 
High School’s 2017-2018 Program of Studies.
 
At the start of the school year, the Hoboken School District launched a new district 
website.  I encourage you to get acquainted with the new layout, features, and 
content. Resources such as our district calendar, program information, and important 
notices are published and continuously updated. I would also like to draw your 
attention toward our social media platforms. Please follow us on Facebook, Twitter, 
and WordPress.  Each brings district and school events, news, and accomplishments 
to you in real time. 

Sincerely,

Christine A. Johnson

Christine A. Johnson
Superintendent of Schools 

Connect with us on 
Social Media!

Parent & Guardian Academy

Digital Backpack

Brandt Upcoming Events

The Brandt & Calabro Artshow 

Salvatore R. Calabro Elementary School

A Message From The Principal

Dear Calabro Learning Community,

Thank you to all who joined us at our first Parent/Guardian Academy Diversity 
Summit on Friday, June 2nd.  Ms. Farooq began with a conversation about diversity 
and families had the opportunity to contribute their perspectives. Afterwards, all 
of the students did an excellent job on their performances.  This event offered a 
moment to reflect on what diversity means to us as a school community and how 
we can both recognize and celebrate it.

Congratulations to our artists at Calabro who had their work featured at the second 
annual Art Show on Thursday, June 1st.  Under the guidance of our art teacher, Ms. 
Forte, students created an array of beautiful artwork.  It is clear that our students 
have progressed in their artistic abilities this school year!

In this edition, we feature a Project Based Learning (PBL) activity in our 5th Grade. 
Also check out some great pictures of our choir and string ensemble at the Spring 
Concert, our 6th grade students on their class trip to Forest Lodge, and our 1st grade 
students on their Memorial Day trip. 

Please be reminded that on Thursday, June 8th we will have our annual Field 
Day.  We will be walking to JFK Stadium at 8:45 a.m.  Parents and guardians are 
encouraged to meet us there for a fun-filled day.  Please remember to have your 
child use sunscreen before leaving home.  Lunch will be served at the field.  Hope 
to see you there!

Best,

Joseph P. Vespignani, Ed.D.

Upcoming Events

Thomas G. Connors Elementary School

A Message From The Principal

It was another exciting week here at Connors! I would first like to commend our 
4th grade students for working hard on their NJASK Science Assessments that 
took place this week. Students are always eager to demonstrate how much they 
have learned and to apply the skills that have been taught in class.

The 6th grade was also able to participate in the annual Hoboken Amazing Race, 
a highlight of the school year for them. Students were able to travel around the 
city and learn about historical facts to complete the various challenges presented 
to them. They came back to the building each day excited to talk about their 
adventures!

As the weather continues to warm up, please remember to dress appropriately for 
school, including proper footwear. If students choose to wear sandals, they must 
be secured at the toe and ankle to ensure safety. They are not to wear flip-flops 
or “sliders.”

 
~Dr. Pollins

Wallace Elementary School

A Message From The Principal

The calendar is now turned to June. The weather is getting a bit nicer, the days are 
getting longer, and Wallace School continues on its path as a vibrant educational 
community. Our students and staff are into the final weeks of the school year and 
the hard work put forth to this point is allowing for some awesome moments as the 
year winds down. 

Over the past few weeks, many of our classes have been out and about on some 
great field trips. From visits to the Hoboken Historical Museum, trips to theatre 
productions in Montclair, and the 6th grade Amazing Race, students are experiencing 
an important aspect of education – venturing forth and seeing new things. In this 
installment of our weekly update, be sure to check out updates from Mrs. Mazzone 
and some of our 6th graders about their recent travels. 

Academically, our students just finished up the last round of timed ELA tasks. 
Students in grades 3 – 6 finished a literary analysis task and a research simulation task, 
two writing assignments that mirror the expectations of standardized assessments. 
Our youngest learners in grades K – 2 continued to craft narrative writing tasks. 
Since December, this practice occurred each month with the exception of the actual 
PARCC window. I am very proud of the body of work our students produced under 
the guidance of the teaching staff. This practice, coupled with our Night Write 
initiative, enabled us to realize a vision of authentic literacy within our school. This 
concept was discussed at length with Dr. Johnson, Mr. Fitzhugh, and our entire 
administrative team over the summer at a retreat. The vision laid out by Dr. Johnson 
over those two days centered on students reading, writing, and producing as much 
as possible. Needless to say, this vision is clearly in place and a great foundation for 
instruction is laid for September. 

Continuing our trend of establishing academic norms, students also engaged in 
another round of extended constructed responses for math, as well as completed 
more rounds of “Mad Math.” ECRs are open-ended style questions that allow the 
students to practice thinking through complex problems. “Mad Math” is an exercise 
where students correctly recall math facts – essentially the equivalent of sight 
words. (For example, a child should look at 3 x 3 and know it is 9 without having 
to compute.) A theme that continues to arise in classes is that of students attempting 
to beat their prior best in the timeframe given for the assignment. When I speak to 
students, it seems like we have taken that old cliché of math not being any fun and 
turned it upside down.

As a reminder, next week we will have a week-long school spirit celebration, 
coordinated by our fabulous PTO. Be sure to check out the flyer below for themes 
and reminders. Until next time…

Martin Shannon
Principal, Wallace Elementary School

A Message From The Principal

You are a STAR.

 Successful, Talented, Accountable, and Respectful.

“We are committed to being successful because we are 
talented, and hold ourselves accountable with the highest 
levels of being respectful.”

Middle School Mantra

Upcoming Events

Hoboken High School Newsletter

May Students of the Month

Architecture Exploration at Hoboken Historical 
Museum

Recently Mrs. Mazzone’s class visited the Hoboken Museum and attended a work-
shop entitled “Neighborhood Architecture.”  The students studied old photos of 
Hoboken buildings and discussed the shapes and sizes of the structures.  They were 
very fortunate to have an architect, Carrow Thibault, a member of the museum, 
come to instruct and work with them while they created their own structures.  
While there, Mrs. Mazzone directed the students to observe a very special photo.  
The photo was of the old Wallace School. They were surprised, as was the architect, 
to learn that the old building stood in the area of what is now the playground!

Social Media Connection

Upcoming Events

World Language & Science Collide

Kindergarten students at Connors have been participating in an interdisciplinary 
unit of study with Ms. Meza, our world language teacher. Students have been 
studying the life cycle of chickens. Activities have included reviewing vocabulary 
in both English and Spanish, sequencing the events in the life of a chicken, and 
a culminating activity focused on having students write their own sentences in 
Spanish to describe the chick and egg they created. Students loved singing songs 
and acting like chickens as well! 

PTO Corner

Be reminded that June 14th will be the final Box Tops 
collection. The ice cream prize for the class that brings in 
the most box tops is still up for grabs so be sure to cut 
them out and send them in to homeroom teachers! We 
want to build on the $269.30 that has already been earned 
this year for the school. Please also keep cutting over the 
summer so that we can earn money for next year as well. 
The money earned goes a long way to supporting the many 
great programs and events at Connors. 

News from 0ur Nurse

Calabro Students Shine at District Concert

Congratulations to all of Calabro’s 
string and chorus students on a 
fantastic performance at Hoboken 
High School’s Spring Concert! 
Students in grades 3-6 worked 
diligently this school year in and 
out of the classroom to make 
each and every class, rehearsal, 
and performance unforgettable. You have worked incredibly hard to prepare a 
complicated musical repertoire and on the evening of May 25th, your talent, 
dedication, and passion were simply inspiring. Under the direction of Ms. Maria 
Monblatt, string students from Calabro, Wallace, and HJSHS performed Paradise 
by Coldplay, Minuet by Bach, and Ode To Joy by Beethoven. Chorus students 
followed with an outstanding performance including Conqueror and Burn.  To all 
of the students who participated in these programs, your hard work was noticed and 
admired by all. We could not be prouder of you and feel so fortunate to have you 
as students! Thank you to the entire Calabro staff for your flexibility and assistance 
in preparing for this concert, especially Ms. Terhune, Ms. Kontogiannis, Ms. Leon 
and Mr. Zayas! A special thank you to Dr. V for your ongoing belief, support, and 
help in making these valuable programs such a huge success!  

Ms. Leon’s 5th grade students are currently 
researching new ways to help our planet Earth. The 
children are engaged in a project based learning 
activity researching new ways to reuse, reduce and 
recycle solid waste. Students are also learning how 
incineration, composting, household hazardous waste, 
and landfills help to reduce the amount of rubbish 
we produce. The culmination of this project will 
be creating an individual DIY project in which the 

students will create an everyday useful item made solely from recycled materials. 
The students are very excited to display and share their research and completed 
DIY projects. Stay tuned to see the final projects!

June 9  BPC Meeting @ 8:45 AM

June 12 - 15 HOPES Turtle Back Zoo Field Trips

June 14 Pre K 3 Moving Up Ceremony
  MSELC 10:00 AM
  HOPES 1:30 PM

June 15 Pre K 4 Moving Up Ceremony
  MSELC 10:00 AM
  HOPES 12:30 PM

June 16 Brandt Kindergarten Move Up Ceremony 
  10:00 AM

Early Childhood Move Up 
Ceremonies

June 9  Demarest Move Up Ceremony
  MSELC PK 4  @ 10:00 AM 

June 13 Rue Move Up Ceremony 
  HOPES Rue 1 @ 1:00 PM

June 14 Brandt PK 3 Move Up Ceremonies
  MSELC PK 3  @ 10:00 AM 
  HOPES PK 3  @ 1:30 PM

  Connors PK 3 Move Up Ceremony
  HOPES C001 PK 3 @ 12:30 PM

  Rue PK 3 Move Up Ceremonies
  HOPES Rue 4 & 6 @ 12:30 PM

June 15 Brandt PK 4 Move Up Ceremonies
  MSELC PK 4  @ 10:00 AM 
  HOPES  PK 4  @ 12:30 PM

  Connors PK 4 Move Up Ceremonies
  HOPES C005 & C006 @ 12:30 PM
  
  Wallace PK 3 & 4 Move Up Ceremonies
  MSELC PK 3 & 4 @10:30 AM 
  
  Rue PK 4 Move Up Ceremonies
  HOPES Rue 2 & 5 @ 12:30 PM

June 16 Rue PK 3 & 4 Move Up Ceremonies
  MSELC PK 3 & 4 @ 10:00 AM 

  St. Francis Move Up Ceremonies
  MSELC PK 3  @ 11:00 AM 
  MSELC PK 4 @ 11:30 AM

We were very proud to announce that Brandt 
was the winner of the scooping contest at 
Ben and Jerry’s School Spirit Event on May 
18th, hosted by the Hoboken Family Alliance. 
The prize for the winning school was an Ice 
Cream Social hosted by Ben and Jerry’s.  At 
Brandt this past Wednesday, students enjoyed 
a delicious selection of cold treats in flavors 
such as mint, fruit loops, cherry, and cookie 
dough while we reveled in our success of 
working as a team.

The proceeds from the Ben and Jerry’s event went to the Hoboken Bike Camp 
for individuals with disabilities. Our school community was excited to bring 267 
supporters to the event as well as participate in a flavor combo contest where 
students could devise their own flavor combination. Faculty and staff were a part of 
a Brandt scooping team the day of the event as supporters came to enjoy a summer 
treat.  This type of event gave us an opportunity to show our school camaraderie and 
feel successful in contributing to raise money for a great cause. We look forward to 
next year’s contest and will keep our flavor ideas brewing all school year.

Preschool News

I Scream, You Scream, We all Scream for Ice 
Cream

First Grade 
Memorial Day Field Trip

News From Our Nurse

Warm Weather Tips

It looks like we are having an early taste of summer.  Here 
are some tips to make the best of the warm weather.
 
• Stay hydrated.  Students should bring an empty water 

bottle to school.  Students can fill up at the fountain or 
sink and have water available at their desk.

• Hydrate before heading outside for recess or PE.  On 
very humid  and hot days when air quality alerts are in 
place, time outside should be limited and students with 
respiratory conditions may need to stay indoors where 
there is air conditioning.

• Students should have proper footwear when playing 
outside.  Sandals are comfortable in the warm weather 
but running and playing in the park with sandals can 
lead to cuts and injuries on exposed toes and feet.  
Either wear or bring a pair of sneakers.

It’s Easy Being Green in Grade 5

Our 6th grade students, along with 6th grade students in the other Hoboken Public 
Schools, participated in the 2017 Amazing Race, a yearly tradition for our oldest 
students. Students spent two days navigating the town and following clues and 
guides that provided the students an opportunity to see the sights and notable 
locations throughout Hoboken.  Students lucked out with beautiful weather and 
had a great two days out and about learning about their home city. 

Congratulations to our May Students of the Month! As is 
our tradition, these young scholars attended a breakfast 
with family hosted by Mr. Bartlett. All of the students 
received a certificate, a pencil, and a spirit stick. Pictured 
from left to right: Nathaniel Tripp (Pre-K – Mautone), 
Madison Calingasan (Kindergarten – Mrs. Alt), Bruce 
Mejia (1st – Ms. Mara), Ari-Anna Jimenez (2nd – Mrs. 
Shikhman), Sierra Centeno (4th – Ms. Versaci), Krystal 
Bilbao (5th, Mrs. Killen), and Elena Ardrey (6th – Mr. 
McKenzie). Not pictured: Elizabeth Bright (3rd – Mrs. 
Murphy). A second congratulations to Sierra Centeno, the 
overall Student of The Month for Wallace School. Sierra 
will be honored at the next regular meeting of the Hoboken 
Board of Education. Congratulations to all!

June 3rd will mark my second month as the instructional leader of the new Hoboken 
Middle School. These past 2 months have been very significant to me, since they 
have afforded me the opportunity to understand and appreciate our community, 
experience the dynamics of our school, but most importantly to build relationships 
with all stakeholders in order to serve you better. It is critical for me to continue to 
build relationships and to provide our students with a voice. In the coming week 
I will be meeting with the Student Council to discuss and reflect upon the past 
year, and specifically the past 2 months under my instructional leadership. This 
discussion will play a vital role as we continue to build the climate and culture of 
the new Hoboken Middle School.

In this week’s newsletter, read about the Middle School Team’s instructional 
approach to teaching and learning that addresses the needs of the whole child. 
This instructional approach ensures the needs of all our diverse learners are met. 
Students are afforded opportunities to learn through hands-on activities, critical 
thinking, problem solving, collaboration, discussion and debate, and technology 
integration. The Middle School Craft Club and the band foster the creative side 
of our students, as seen by our students’ musical performances at the Spring 
Concert and the community service sewing project the crafters completed.  These 
opportunities continue to support and demonstrate our mantra “You are a STAR.   
Successful, Talented, Accountable, and Respectful. We are committed to being 
successful because we are talented, and hold ourselves accountable with the highest 
levels of being respectful.”

The teachers and staff of the new Hoboken Middle School are committed to 
providing our students with experiences to foster a love of learning, in order to 
create lifelong learners.

The new Hoboken Middle School Team continues to appreciate your support, as we 
collaborate and celebrate our students’ social and academic successes.

A Servant Leader,

Dr. Sharon V. Davis
Principal

June 9  Middle School Field Day

June 22 Middle School Moving Up Ceremony
  11:30 AM

Inside the Classroom...

English Language Arts

Social Studies
Mr. D’Bernado’s Hoboken Middle 
School’s 8th Grade history detectives are 
currently investigating the impact of the 
“Final Solution” on European society by 
viewing the Holocaust film, The Pianist. 
From the film, which is based on a true 
story, students will gather secondary 
evidence that will serve as a major 
component to their final research paper of 
the year.

Our middle school students performed during the Spring 
Concert. What a great opportunity for our students to 
express their creative side!

Middle School Students at 
District Concert

Science
Students in Mr. Joffe’s 8th grade science class were preparing for the NJ ASK 
through an interactive Jeopardy game. Students, grouped in teams of 2, worked 
collaboratively, and used their problem solving skills to respond to questions on 
the topics of physical science, Earth science, nature of science, and environmental 
science.

Research Simulation Tasks

The 7th and 8th graders in Miss Minogue’s class worked 
on the last research simulation task of the year, comparing 
two female pioneers in their field:  Jane Goodall and 
Rachel Carson. Students seemed interested in learning 
how Jane worked with chimpanzees and shed light on 
some chimpanzee characteristics and how Rachel Carson 
advocated for cleaner air, water, and the environment 
through her writing and lobbying for the banning of 
harmful pesticides. One student said these were the best 
readings all year! 

Summertime is quickly 
approaching!  Have you 
thought about how you are 
going to keep your child 
engaged and maintain the 
academic skills that they 
have acquired throughout the school year?  It is easy to 
extend your child’s learning experiences throughout the 
summer by following simple daily routines, on those yucky 
rainy indoor days, taking family vacations, day trips to the 
beach or even walking to your local grocery store. Here are 
some ways you could inspire learning activities.  You will 
quickly see that learning opportunities are everywhere and 
can be super fun!
 
Daily Routines:
• How many steps are in our home? 
• Measure and record your longest/shortest hallway. 
• Tally how many books you read. 
• Talk about why it is important to turn off the lights 

when leaving the room.
• Map the weather! Keep a weather graph and discuss 

words like; temperature, humidity, precipitation, wind, 
air pressure. 

 
Indoor rainy days:
• Create a musical instrument from materials found 

around the house. 
• Encourage your child to help you follow a step-by-step 

recipe. 
• Create a hypothesis:  How long does it take for an ice 

cube to melt in the summer heat?  In the refrigerator? 
In an air conditioned room?  What happened?  Why do 
you think that happened?

• Read a book and keep a journal.  Who were the 
characters in the story?  Where did this story take 
place?  What was the problem?  What was the solution?

• Explore what causes a thunderstorm. 

Family Vacations:
• Write a list of what you need to pack. 
• Map out your destination.
• Countdown on a calendar; discuss how many days until 

vacation.
• Discuss days of the week.  On what day do we leave?  

On what day will we return?
 
Day trips to the Beach:
• Make a pattern using seashells
• Build a sandcastle and discuss what shapes you used.
• Write letters in the sand.
• Create sandcastles of different sizes.  Discuss small, 

medium and large.
• Investigate and research creatures that live in the ocean.
 
The Local Grocery Store:
• Encourage your child to safely assist in clipping out 

coupons.
• Point out numbers in the environment.
• Make a grocery list.
• Discuss the various weights of fruit or vegetables.

Ready to Move Up!

Brandt Field Day

This year we have nine classes participating in an exciting 
Brandt Field Day, highlighted with our Brandt mascot, 
Booker the Bear.  Classes will participate in nine stations of 
dance, tug-o- war, relay races, t-ball, a water sponge game, 
parachute, sack race, and a lacrosse throw.  For the first time 
we are adding a Brandt Bear friendly competition to our 
event. Students will wear either an orange or blue  Brandt 
T-shirt and teachers will tally scores at certain stations to 
see which school color has the highest points. It is a fun way 
to practice teamwork, supporting one another, and trying 
our hardest.  At the end of the event we will enjoy flavored 
ices and students will receive a participation medal for 
their hard work and effort.  Selected high school marching 
band members will lead our Brandt students to the stadium 
where they will be greeted by parent volunteers, teachers, 
and early childhood staff who will be leading them in the 
activities.  

We thank the BPC for their help with Brandt’s Field Day 
and for making it an excited school spirited event.
 

Our Kindergarten Moving Up Ceremony rehearsals are in full swing.  Students 
are performing musical numbers that resemble their class community and the 
theme of  “When I Grow Up.” Students are also exhibiting their artistic abilities in 
these pieces which connect with skills learned across the curriculum.  Students are 
demonstrating gross motor, collaborative, and communicative skills as they sing 
and dance musical numbers that discuss their role as a kindergartner and moving up 
to first grade. Some songs that will be highlighted include, Tomorrow from Annie, 
“Can’t Wait for First Grade”-a adaptation of Can’t Wait to Be King from The Lion 
King , and “We Are Kindergartners” an adaptation of  We Are the Champions.  Our 
K moving up ceremony will be on Friday, June 16 at 10am in Brandt’s auditorium.

Pre K 4 classrooms are working on their individual class pieces and finale numbers. 
Mile Square is highlighting their students with a Disney theme and two finale 
songs, including, ‘Off We Go to Kindergarten’ created by our Mile Square Pre 
K 4 teachers.  Students are singing numbers from Aladdin, Moana, and Wreck it 
Ralph, that highlight being strong, smart, and helping friends.  Our Hopes classes 
are rehearsing songs such as A - you’re Adorable, Can’t Stop the Feeling, and Let it 
Grow, to name a few, that highlight the theme of ‘growing together.’  To finish their 
ceremony they will be performing a group finale of World’s Greatest, reflecting on 
how they can accomplish anything they put their mind to.  Mile Square Moving Up 
Ceremony for Pre K 4’s will be June 14th at 10 am and Hopes Moving Up Ceremony 
is June 14th at 1:30 pm; both Pre K 4  ceremonies are in Brandt’s auditorium.

Brandt Spirit Posters

Mrs. Gavin’s kindergartners engaged in a brainstorming session about “What It 
Means to be a Brandt Bear.”  What began as a Brandt Spirit Week activity turned 
into a trip down memory lane.  Mrs. Gavin prompted the students to recall events 
from this school year.  The class remembered how the school voted upon our mascot, 
the underlying message behind our winter play (warming our Brandt Bear’s frozen 
heart), and how one is called a “Brandt Buddy” when he/she follows the rules.  It 
was not long before the conversation lent itself to the conclusion that WE are ALL 
Brandt Bears when we come to Brandt School, act fairly, behave as friends, and 
follow the school rules.  
   
The students illustrated our Brandt School front and center.  Below it, you will 
notice three scenarios where the students are being kind to one another on the roof, 
in the classroom, and in the gym.  There are also symbols for love, peace, and 
respect all throughout to decorate the poster (hearts, peace symbols, rainbows, 
Brandt bucks, stars etc.).

Grade 6 Field Trip to Forest Lodge

The Amazing Race: Hoboken

Counselor’s Corner

Wallace will be Mixing It 
Up At Lunch in honor of 
Acceptance, Inclusion, and 
Diversity spirit day on June 
6th! Mix It Up At Lunch 
is a national campaign 
started by the Southern 
Law Center’s Teaching 
Tolerance project in 2002. 
It is a call to action-
encouraging students to take a new seat in the cafeteria. 
Mixing It Up allows children to interact and have fun in 
safe and controlled environment. 

The Wallace staff and parent community will be facilitating 
conversation, highlighting student’s similarities and 
differences, and fostering new friendships. Be sure to ask 
your child what they enjoyed most about Mix It Up At 
Lunch. 

To learn more about this initiative go to www.
teachingtolerance.org.

Mrs. Mazzone’s class during their visit to the Hoboken Historical Museum. 

Mrs. Mazzone’s students designing structures after a lesson from an architect at the 
Hoboken Museum. 

The Amazing Race

On May 31st and June 1st, the sixth grade participated 
in the Amazing Race, a scavenger hunt around Hoboken. 
During the hunt for clues, they learned facts about 
Hoboken’s history. Each group travelled around the city 
with a teacher and two high school seniors. They took 
fun and interesting pictures to later put together a video. 
Teams could get creative by thinking up a team name and 
designing their own shirt relating to the famous history of 
Hoboken. During the trip, they saw memorials, ate lunch 
at the pier, and explored Hoboken’s famous historical sites. 
The race - more a learning experience - took two days to 
complete. Teams travelled about the South End and the 
North End over the course of the event. Some memorable 
experiences included going to Castle Point (the highest 
place in Hoboken), Sybil’s Cave, hearing the scary stories 
associated with it, and going to the Erie Lackawanna 
Railroad Station. The teams had lots of fun experiences 
together with their peers! It was truly an amazing time.

A Student Perspective
by:  Madison Gray, Saranya Ganesan, Elena Ardrey, 
 Sanjna Samrai, Mia Mendoza

Wonderful Work at Wallace

Some 6th graders at Castle Point during the annual Amazing 
Race.  

Students strike a pose in front of the YMCA during the 
Amazing Race. 

Wonderful Work At Wallace

Fourth grader Daniel Haiduc accompanies the second grade chorus at the Spring 
Concert. 

Ms. Ramos and her second graders used “flower pots” to tell multiplication stories.  

Mrs. Arnone’s fourth grade class wrote summer-themed stories… on flip-flop 
shaped paper! Mrs. Fusco’s art classes reflected on a lesson about Japanese 

Terra Cotta Warriors by asking question of Emperor Qin. 

Ms. Versaci’s Hot Topic of the Week asked students to 
examine if fidget spinners are helpful or a hindrance. 

Students in Mrs. Della Fave's class 
are taking part in a discussion 
pertaining to their personal Utopia 
projects. In this photo, Jayson 
Lombardo, a seventh grade student, 
is trying to convince his classmates 
to agree with his position on 
population control. 

Project Lead The Way

Students in Mr. Van Gyzen’s Grade 7 Project Lead The 
Way begin construction on models for their final product 
model making project. Students have done research on 
a consumer product for which they will build a detailed 
model. The students have been working hard producing a 
portfolio of mechanical drawings which they will present 
with their completed models.

Miss Richard and Miss Minogue participated in 
this year’s School Spirit Event at Ben and Jerry’s  
by getting behind the counter and scooping for a 
half hour. The fundraiser was run in collaboration 
with the Hoboken Family Alliance and the proceeds 
went to Hoboken Bike Camp for individuals with 
disabilities. 

Ben & Jerry’s School Spirit Event

Middle School Crafts Club

This week and last week the Middle 
School Crafts Club worked on a 
community service project to benefit 
rescued cats and kittens.  The local non-
profit Companion Animal Placement of 
Hoboken traps, neuters and returns adult 
community cats to their colonies, but 
finds adoptive homes for their kittens. 
Our crafters made quilted liners for 
cat carriers. These will be used when 
the kittens are in foster care prior to 
adoption, and will go with the kittens to 
their adoptive families. The kittens will 
make a better adjustment if they have 
something with their scent on it, like one 
of these liners. 

Redwing Testimonial Series

American Young Voices 
Performance

Click here to watch a snippet of our students in action at 
the American Young Voices Concert on June 1st, at the 
Prudential Center in Newark!

Diversity Summit Recap
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